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Q THE "WALL OF SEPARATION" 
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THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY. 



by John F. E. Rippel+ 



INTRODUCTION 



It is my premise that the "wall of separation" erected 
between church and State by the "establishment clause" of the First 
Amendment tc the Federal Constitution offers the only sound founda - 
tion for maintaining religious, freedom in America and preserving 
the public school system as we know it. 

While the prayer and Bible reading decisions of the Supreme 
Court stand out as evokincr the most emoti Pvr>^*i tmiKI n r* o a 4.T*. /-^ 
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more significant decisions, from the point of view of their effect 
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upon the public school system, have in my judgment dealt with the 
issue of aid to parochial schools (primarily Catholic, occasionally 
Protestant, and Orthodox Jewisli) . 

Before attempting to explain my position, - that public aid • 



to church' related schools can ultimately mean the demise of the public 
school system, - let me explore with you both the legal and factual 



background that brings this controversy into current focus. Thereafter, 



I wi.ll • examine the arguments most frequently advanced for aid to* 
parochial schools and my answers to them. Finally, I would like to 
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* Adopted from an address delivered at the National School Board 
Association meeting in Miami Beach, Florida, April 12> 1969. 

The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance of his 
associate, Anthony F. Visco, Jr./ in its preparation. 

^Partner in the Philadelphia law firm of Obermayer, Rebmann, Maxwell 
& Hippel? Member, Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Bar; School 
Board Chairman of Lower Merion Township, Bryn Mav/r, Pennsylvania. 
A.B. 1923, LL.B. , 1926, University of Pennsylvania. 



